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I CAN'T STAND HIM BUT…

Dear Jil, 

My problem is that you can't even stand this guy. You're not attracted to him so 

how are you going to do it? You can't stand the thought of him touching you… 

How exactly then are you going to consummate the marriage? The only reason 

you're considering marrying this gentleman is because he's succeeding. He's 

going to be a made-man. You want him because he's responsible, kind, and 

hardworking… But you can't stand him physically. And you don't love him. How 

do you want to marry a man you're not attracted to and don't love? Not that you 

can't but these things have consequences. 

Marriage is too proximate and too intimate for lack of affection and love. It's for 

the same reason you shouldn't go into marriage with a man you don't trust. 

Marriage assumes trust. How can you be intimately exposed to a man you don't 

trust? All your emotions are out there, all your secrets… Everything! You take 

the whole man, not a quarter or half. The whole man! You can't carve out a man 

to marry parts you like. If you can't marry the whole man don't go into the 

marriage. How are you going to deal with repugnant parts? You can't marry 

attributes either. You marry a man. You can't marry dependability. You marry 

the man, the full man. If his physical characteristics are a problem for you, then 

don't do it. You can't wish them away. You can't say I like his executive capacities 

but don't want his looks. How are you going to separate them? He can't wear a 

mask! He's who he is – a total man. He's spirit, soul and body, a tripartite being. 
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You marry all three. 

Lust can come in many forms. It can be material lust, or physical lust, or even 

lust for attributes like character. What I see is you lusting after what this man 

has and can offer, you don't want the man. You want the stability he'll provide, 

the fact he's hardworking, an executive… But you really don't like him. That 

marriage won't last. Even if it lasts, it's a matter of time before you start treating 

him like some pesky irritant. And when you do that, you're going to hurt him, 

badly. He's going to feel used. He can't understand. The other option is to put up 

appearances and endure. So you endure the sex and everything about him. 

Which means you'll suffer. And you won't be able to tell the truth about how you 

truly feel about him. You can't view a man as some utility. For the same reason 

men shouldn't view women in utilitarian terms. Imagine being successful and 

coming to the realisation the only reason your husband endures you is because 

of your money. You won't like that, would you? You'll feel used. And you'll know 

he's going to cheat on you. He doesn't want you. In fact, such money induced 

exploitative marriages are dangerous. Unless you've not been watching Crime 

Channel. 

Along the way, there'll be that temptation to relieve yourself of the burden of 

such a marriage, to seek some solution outside. As these things go, demand 

always attracts supply, somehow. It's how infidelity commences. Yet society 

will view the marriage as perfect. And that's because your feelings are not 

evident. A large number of divorces out there are the result of marriages that 

should never have taken place. But it is this kind of reasoning, this kind of 

“smartness” that produces those divorces – the utilitarian logic. It boils down to 
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someone who doesn't want someone marrying the someone for selfish comfort. 

And it soon escalates. Being irritated by your spouse can easily turn to despite. 

Escalation to hatred can be a matter of time. Now, you can't imagine a husband 

and a wife hating each other yet living together but there are many cases. 

Happens. Such couples are even known to bear children together yet they hate 

each other, can't stand each other. Utility marriage. 

Jil, you know what you want in a man. Why don't you rather pursue that than 

being opportunistic with the wrong man? This man is a “what”, not a “who” to 

you. You just want to use him to attain comfort. Unfortunately, he doesn't know. 

Let's take things the other way. Suppose this guy is rich but a violent wife abuser, 

would you still want 

Your mentor, LA

To view more letters kindly log on to jacknjillive.com
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